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RESUMEN

Se inicia un analisis ecoldgico y bioquimico integrativo de la calidad de cursos de agua
representativos del tramo medio de la cuenca del rio Reconquista, noreste de la provincia de
Buenos Aires, sector que constituye un caso paradigmatico por su significado demografico y
sanitario. Los sitios muestreados resultaron muy pobres en aspectos bioldgicos generales.
Las concentraciones de bacterias aerobias totales y de coliformes resultan siempre muy
elevadas. La tipificacion de enterobacterias mediante multipruebas bioquimicas, metodologia
inédita para la region, arrojo la presencia de patégenos importantes en la practica clinica y
bioquimica, referenciados como responsables frecuentes de infecciones hospitalarias y
extrahospitalarias, ademas de afectar a animales y vegetales. En los cursos de poco caudal se
evidencia la influencia de las lluvias y las variaciones climaticas locales.
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SUMMARY

Integrated ecological and biochemical analysis of watercourses from the middle
Reconquista River basin (Buenos Aires, Argentina): study and characterization.

An integrated ecological and biochemical analysis of the quality of representative watercourses
from the middle Reconquista River basin, North-East of Buenos Aires province, is presented
and characterized. The area constitutes a paradigmatic case for its demographic and sanitary
meaning. The sampled places were very poor in their biological general aspects. Otherwise,
concentrations of aerobic total bacteria and coliforms showed always very high values.
Typification of enterobacteria by means of biochemical multitests (an unpublished methodology
for the Region), showed the presence of pathogens of clinical and biochemical importance,
usually associated with nosocomial and extra-nosocomial infections, as also with effects on
animals and plants. In streams of low caudal, the influence of rains and climatic local conditions
results in evidence.
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